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We Have A Problem
We have a problem and I need your help solving it. No member
has volunteered to head up our fund raising auction for 2016.
As you may know, dues only account for a fraction of TVFF’s
income. The bulk of it comes from our auction proceeds.
Most of the volunteer work done operating the club is from the
people on the board and a handful of long term members. This
group arranges for speakers, maintains the video library,
organizes fishing trips, has refreshments at meeting, runs the
raffles and all the other things we all enjoy. These people are
also involved with their families and churches and some even
work for a living. None feel they can do all they are currently
doing for TVFF and have time left to direct the auction
activities.
Is there any one or 2 of you who would like to take a crack at
coordinating and directing the 2016 auction? Ron Dueltgen the
2015 and 2014 auction chairman, Don Gardner and Bob
McCollum past auction chairmen would be available to offer
guidance on what to do and how to do it. As with the past
chairmen, you would find our members are willing to pitch in
and help.
continued on page 2

President’s Message and
Upcoming Meetings

1-2

Outings and Events

3

April Meeting-Auction Time

4

Outings - Prosser/Davis Lake

5

Member Outing Reports

6-7

Officers and Directors

8

Fuller Lake Outing

9

The Tier’s Bench & Around the Web

10

Auction update and Dues Notice

11

DFW Planting Update, Dues Notice

12

Conservation

13

Fly Fishing Fundamentals Class

14

California Stillwater School

15

Items for Sale

17

Directions to club meeting

19

Photo:
Intense bidding at the very
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Presidents message, continued from page 1

At our last board meeting there was considerable discussion
on what we need to do to raise operating funds if we have to
scrap the auction next year. Should we raise the dues?
Should we stop supporting other groups like Cal Trout and
Veterans Fly Fishing, cut our speakers, scale back on the
raffle and live off only what we get in dues? Should we try a
different fund raising scheme?
Please send me an email at president@tri-valleyflyfishers.org
and tell me what your ideas and thoughts are on this
matter. I’d really like to know what you think!!

I’ll leave you with one final thought: If your
children are named Winston , Lefty, WilliamJoseph or Scott you might be a Real Fly
Fisher (and not just a wanabe). ☺

2014 TVFF Speakers
Program
"At A Glance"

________________

April 9th:
-m

Annual Auction

May 7th:
.

To be Announced

June 4th:
Lance Grey & Company
"Northern California
Still Water"

Checking out Flies, 2014 Auction
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OUTINGS AND EVENTS
Hal Wilson

DATES

LOCATION

FISHMEISTER

APRIL 9

SILENT AUCTION

RON DUELTGEN

APRIL 17-19

PYRAMID LAKE

JIM BROADBENT

JUNE 23-27

PROSSER RES / LAKE DAVIS

HAL WILSON

JULY 11-18
LA PAZ, BAJA SUR
All 8 places taken at this time. Will take standbys.

JIM BROADBENT

JULY

HAL WILSON

17-19

FULLER LAKE

AUGUST 9-16
MONTANA RIVERS
All places taken in this time period. Will take standbys.

MARTY LOOMIS

AUGUST 16-23
MONTANA RIVERS
All places taken in this time period. Will take standbys.

MARTY LOOMIS

SEPTEMBER 25-27

NO. FORK STAN / LAKE ALPINE

TOM VARGAS
RUSS GEORGE
DERRELL BRIDGMAN

SEPTEMBER

CAPLES LAKE

TOM FESSENDEN

DISCOVERY BAY/DELTA STRIPERS

TOM VARGAS

DECEMBER 5

TBD
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IT’S JUST A FEW DAYS AWAY ! ! !
YOUR SUPER OPPORTUNITY TO GET NEW, TOP-OF-THE LINE
FLYFISHING GEAR.
BID AND WIN THE RIGHT TO BUY AT GREAT
DISCOUNTS UP TO 18 RODS, 19 REELS, 22 LINES,
FLOAT TUBES, WADERS AND BOOTS FROM 17
MANUFACTURERS, as well as bidding to win experienced
gear donated by Club members, AND MORE FLIES THAN
ARE ATTRACTED BY AN OUTDOOR COOK-OUT ! !

THE 2015 TRI-VALLEY FLY FISHERS
SILENT AUCTION
APRIL 9
PRIZES AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING 6:30 PM
BIDDING STARTS AT 7:00
LIVERMORE-PLEASANTON ROD AND GUN
CLUB
Cash or check only, please
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Prosser/Davis Lake Outing
Hal Wilson
I didn’t get nearly as much fishing as I wanted last year, so in an effort to be sure that doesn’t happen
again , I have done some far-in-advance research. In addition, although Lake Davis during damselfly
emergence is a “must do”, I have often wanted to expand my fishing horizons, so that hope has also been
part of my pondering these last few weeks.
In reading through Bill Sunderland’s book, Fly Fishing California Stillwaters I find other stillwaters in the
Truckee area which would be on the way to Davis. Three stand out as potential waypoints worth trying –
Milton Reservoir, Jackson Meadows Reservoir and Prosser. Boca and Stampede Reservoirs are often
associated in one’s mind with Prosser, but in checking this all out, I learned that water-skiing is allowed
on Boca and Stampede, but not on Prosser. In addition, Prosser has reservable campsites (as does Jackson
Meadows).
So, the plan as it is now outlined in my mind is to begin the trip on Monday or Tuesday following
Fathers’ Day, establishing camp at Prosser or Jackson Meadows. After fishing any or all of the above
three waters, moving on to Lake Davis to set up camp (in previously reserved sites) Thursday afternoon.
We go through the town of Portola a few miles before reaching Davis, so restocking of food and ice is
easily accomplished. Our last two years at Davis we have camped in Grasshopper Flat campground, with
campsites near the coin-operated hot shower which would be very welcome our third or fourth day out!
This break in the trip to relocate makes it doable for those who can only make part of the trip.
The excellent presentation by Jon Baiocchi at our last club meeting gave us lots of great information
about Lake Davis, so I have been tying flies he recommended for a Lake Davis specific fly box.
Reservations for Prosser and Davis can be made 6 months prior to the requested dates, so I will be
firming up this plan in order to request in early January the sites and the dates I want.

Jackson Meadows Rsvr
Three miles from Milton

Prosser

Call me if interested or have questions

Hal
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Member Outing Reports
Ken Gotelli
I fished Pyramid lake on March 18-19 and caught several nice cutthroat
trout both on stripping buggers and drifting nymphs. I stayed at Crosby's at
the lake. The weather was clear and sunny.
The lake fishes better during inclement weather, but people were catching
fish throughout the day. Mahalo nymphs during the day and dark woolly
buggers and beetles early in the morning and late in the evening were
producing.
Fishing should remain decent into May. If anyone is interested in going I will
be happy to give them more info.
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Ken Tetzel
Enclosed are a few pic’s of my wife, Janet, (yes my wife!) landing a nice
rainbow on the Lower Yuba. Caught on a skwala dry, Feb 28th. Not bad!
I wonder what Ken was doing???
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2014 TVFF Board of Directors
Officers
President

Martin Plotkin

Vice President

Roger Perry

Secretary

John Price

Treasure

Tom Fessenden

Past President

Daniel Kitts

Directors
Auction

Ron Dueltgen

Auction BU &
MAL

tba

Conservation

Doug Witmore

Education

Steve Johnson

Outings

Hal Wilson

Fly Tying

Jim Broadbent

Membership

Jo Dee Widmayer

News Letter

Tom Vargas

Raffle

Gary Phillips

Refreshments

Keith Thomas

Speakers

Marty Loomis

Trout in Cls Rm

Darrell Bridgman

TIC BU & MAL

tba

Video Library

Richard Tarbell

Web Master

Dan Vargas

2015 Dues
TVFF Club dues are payable now and
are $40.00. See page 1 for more details
The club’s mailing address is:
TVFF
PO Box 2358
Livermore, CA 94551
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Fuller Lake, anyone?
Hal Wilson
July, a great month for fishing
TVFF has had great times fishing Fuller Lake. We missed last year because PGE
installed a reservation system for Spaulding Lake campground which we have used
over the years on a first-come, first-served basis, and we missed the reservation
window.
Well, we missed it again, but all is not lost. There is another campground, a NFS
campground, that is also within driving distance of Fuller.
PGE Camp Spaulding is about 6miles of mountain driving (15 minutes) away from
Fuller, whereas White Cloud campground in Tahoe Natl Forest is about 16 miles (25
minutes) away.
There are 10 campsites currently available in White Cloud for July 17-19 and the
usage of the campground is said to be light, so if we get our act together quickly we
have a fairly good chance to reserve the sites we want.
Fuller is at 5300 foot elevation, on Bowman Lake Road, just off of Hwy 20 in the
Emigrant Gap area. It is a 69 acre lake, a perfect size for float tubing or pontoons.
There is a concrete launch ramp, and motors are allowed, but water conditions being
as they are, trailered boats may not be a good option. Fly-fishing from the bank is
about non-existent.
Regular Sierra lake gear is suitable – 3 -6 weight rods, floating, intermediate lines.
Some fish with sink-tip or full-sink type 2 or 3 as well. Productive flies include Jay
Fair Wiggle-tail nymphs in rust or olive, Zug Bugs, Sheep Creek Specials, Woolly
Buggers, etc.
Both Brown and Rainbow Trout have been caught in the lake. In past years it has
been regularly planted, and although it was in March this year, the future is uncertain.
(See article on hatchery problems in this issue of the newsletter). There will be a
sign-up sheet at the April meeting As always, I will be available to answer questions
then or any time before then.

Hal
(925) 846-8766
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The Tier’s Bench:
Jim BroadbentThe next meeting of the Fly Tying group will be Monday, April 6th at
Christensen Middle School located at 5757 Hagan Oaks Ave in Livermore from
7:00 to 9:00PM.

The purpose of these meetings is to share Ideas and knowledge with
fellow fly fishers. We mainly tie flies, but also have done knots and
leaders, stream tactics, equipment reviews and suggestions, light weight
backpacking, funny hats or whatever. At the April meeting we will suggest
and vote on a topic for May.
This month we will be tying a killer fly.....The Humpy. Material Dry fly hook
#10-14 Deer hair natural Floss or thread red, yellow Hackle Grizzly Hair
stacker.
This fly is a bit more challenging to tie but very rewarding.
Regards,
Jim

Around the Web:
Humpy tying instructions
can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=WwuSmYLL6Vo
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2015 AUCTION
Ron Dueltgen

IT’S AUCTION TIME!
Our annual fund-raising silent auction will be held on Thursday, April
9 2015 at our regular meeting room at the Livermore Pleasanton
Rod & Gun Club. Bidder registration will begin at 6:00 PM, followed
by open doors at 6:30 PM. A catalog of items was sent by email to
all members on March 27, so if you missed yours, please contact
Ron Dueltgen at auction@tri-valleyflyfishers.org for your copy.
Last month in this newsletter, a list of all donors and their websites
was published so bidders could check out those desirable items to
bid on and be ready to place bids. Two new Right-to-Buy items
have come in: two 40% discount coupons for any catalog item from
Aqua Design, Inc. (angler’s sportswear) at www.aquadesign.com.
Also, a coupon for 30% off any catalog item from Dyna-King, Inc.,
makers of fine fly-tying vises and accessories, at www.dynaking.com. In addition to those noted in the catalog, donations have
arrived from Orvis, Western Outdoor Publications, Bailey Creek
Lodge, Bass Pro Shop and Black Oak Casino. All told there are
more than 300 items including rods, reels, lines, lots of flies, buddy
trips, outings, wine, guided trips, lodging, sunglasses and more.
Please remember that the auction can only accept cash or checks in
payment; we don’t have the means to process credit cards just yet.
This event is the only means that TVFF has for raising money to
support all of our education, conservation and charitable efforts. So,
we look forward to your enthusiastic participation! If you have
questions, contact Ron at the above address or at 925-449-0528.
See you there!
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DFW PLANTING FEWER
SMALLER FISH IN 2015

AND

Hal Wilson

Increased costs and drought impact on hatchery stock plants
There is an article on CDFW website that provides information on the effect that increased costs
and the drought are having on hatchery operations and the fish we can expect to find in put-andtake waters. The article reports plans to reduce fish production to 1.6 million pounds statewide
this year. Since there was no poundage reported for previous years, the relative impact of this
reduction is not apparent.
The article points out several areas that have had increased costs, as well as ways the DFW will
pursue to accomplish savings and still provide good recreational fishing. In addition to the
increased costs, among which are food, fuel and hatchery maintenance, the drought has caused
DFW to plant or relocate fish early in the growth cycle, making it difficult to produce a ½ lb.
fish by planting time.
The link below will take you to the article. Interesting reading – take a few moments to read it.

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=91004&inline

TVFF Dues for 2015 are due!
Jo Dee Widmayer
• TVFF club dues for this coming year are $40 ($35 if paid on or
before the club meeting in February). A membership
covers you and all family members living at home. All are
encouraged to participate in club outings however, liability release
signatures are required of those 18 or over.
• Checks or cash can be given to our treasurer, Tom Fessenden, or our
membership coordinator, Jo Dee Widmayer, at any regular club meeting.
• Checks can be made payable to TVFF
If you have already paid, thank you very much!
And if you are unsure, please send me an email (clayjodee@aol.com) and I will confirm.
Thank you,
Jo Dee Widmayer
Membership Chair
Tri-Valley Fly Fishers
PO Box 2358
Livermore, CA 94551
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Conservation
Doug Witmore
The $7.5 billion dollar California Water Bond and Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act was passed by California lawmakers and voters in 2014. State
and local agencies plan to invest billions in new assets. Very important water talks
began in January of 2015. The complex process of planning and implementation
of new California water infrastructure has begun by two discussion groups.
The California Water Commission has initiated discussion on how $2.7 billion
dollars will be allocated for water storage projects. They will be responsible for
evaluation and selection of projects that will receive state funds. Examples include
new reservoirs, underground storage, and proposals to clean up dirty aquifers.
The California Water Commission’s difficult task involves evaluating many water
storage proposals that must meet a set of criteria that was outlined in the
legislation that authorized the water bond. Selected projects must provide a public
benefit, improve water quality and water flows in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. Half the public benefit for each project must include significant ecosystem
benefits. The commission has until a deadline of December 15th, 2016, to evaluate
the proposed projects. Timelines for construction will depend on projects selected.
The debate over dams and reservoirs will receive a greater amount of their
attention. The argument has been made that reservoirs store minimal reliable
water at steep environmental cost. A Stanford University study indicates that
groundwater basins could store six times the water as surface reservoirs.
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) has begun meeting to
develop a multi-decade Storm Water Capture Master Plan. Their goal will be to
retain rain water rather than channeling it out to the ocean. Their proposal will look
for new ways to maximize local sources of water. The goal of capturing more
storm water is part of the approach to diversifying the city’s water supply by
increasing recycling, conservation, and groundwater use. It is encouraging to see
LADWP with a goal of reducing water exported from Northern California. The
exporting process is energy-intensive and expensive, and unreliable in dry years.
In October of 2014, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti issued an executive order that
requires LADWP to cut its purchase of imported water in half by 2024.
Stay tuned as this long, groundbreaking process for improving California water
infrastructure plays out.
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Tri-Valley Flyfishers announces:
FLY FISHING FUNDAMENTALS CLASS in April
Steve Johnson
•

•

•
•
•

The Tri-Valley Flyfishers, (TVFF), is pleased to offer the popular Fly Fishing Fundamentals Class
as taught by experienced Club members. This 5 part course consists of 3 evening classroom
sessions and 2 casting classes.
The Wednesday evening classes will be from 7:00 PM (sharp) to 9:00 PM (approximate) at the
Livermore Rod & Gun Club, 4000 Dagnino Road, Livermore. The 2 fly casting lessons will be
held from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM (times subject to change), at the McCrea Park Casting Facility in
Oakland, off HWY 13.
Course Content, Dates, Times, (order of topics subject to change):
Wednesday, April 15th Introduction to Fly Fishing and Equipment
Details the different types of equipment needed in the sport and will give recommendations.
Wednesday, April 22nd Knots You Need to Know; How to Rig a Fly Rod; Basic Aquatic
Entomology
Wednesday, April 29th Reading the Water, Streams, and Stillwaters (lakes); Safety, Etiquette
and Courtesy

Course Content and Dates and Times
Option 1
•
•

•
•
•

Casting Lessons:
Saturday, April 18th Students will be taught the basics of the roll cast and the pick up and lay
down cast. Equipment will be supplied.
Saturday, April 25th Students will be taught mends, (aerial and on water), casting at targets using
roll casts and aerial casts. Equipment will be supplied.
Option 2
Classes combined. Students will be taught the basics of the roll cast and the pick up into one
Sat/Sun and lay down cast. Equipment will be supplied.
Either on the 18/19 or 25/26: Students will be taught mends, (aerial and on water), casting at
targets using roll casts and aerial casts. Equipment will be supplied.
Also included in this year’s class is an on-stream nymphing clinic. Date and location are yet to be
determined.
Fees and Registration:
TVFF Members $35.00
Non-TVFF Members $75.00 – non-member fees include TVFF membership dues for the
remainder of 2015.
Registration is limited to the first 12 payments received. All payments should be sent to Steve
Johnson, 826 Orion Way, Livermore CA 94550. Make all checks payable to “TVFF”. Also
indicate which option you prefer for the casting lessons.
If you should have any questions concerning the class please call Steve Johnson, 925-980-5433.
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Items For Sale
Lowrance X91 fish finder for $50.00.
Complete.
Everything works. Just replacing it with a new unit.
Anyone interested can call me.
Ken Gotelli: 415-286-1194

Fishing Vests for Sale:
1.Reduced Orvis Super Wading Tac-L-Pak. Medium size, Tan color Like new condition. $30.00, ($119.00 new)
2.Patagonia Mesh Vest Medium size, Grey color Good condition. $20.00

Great Prices on Fly lines for Sale:
1. Cortland 444 WF6 F/S 10 foot Sink Tip Type 3, New in Box $20.00
2. Cortland 444 SL WF7 F/S 20 foot Sink Tip Type 3, New in Box $20.00
3. SA Mastery XPS DT4 Grey color, one end used - $10.00
4. Cortland 444 SL WF7 F/S 20 foot Sink Tip Type 6, New in Box $20.00
5. Redington RS2 Reel for 7/8 lines, with Albright WF7-F Yellow new fly line, excellent cond.-$60.00
6. SA Mastery Distance Taper WF9-F Mint Green, excellent cond. $20.00

All lines come on plastic spools with boxes as from the factory. Will Install lines on your reel as requested.
Gary Turri (925) 786-5184

Vacation Home For Rent:
Three-bedroom/2 bath modern home in Twain
Harte/Crystal Falls area.
Sleeps up to eight in five beds (1 queen, 1 double
bed, 1 double loft bed, 2 twins).
Close to winter and summer sports: skiing at Dodge
Ridge, sledding, hiking; fishing at Pinecrest Lake,
Beardsley Reservoir, Kennedy Meadows and the
Stanislaus River. Close to historic Sonora and
Columbia. Access to homeowners association swim
lake.
Modern kitchen opens onto large great room with propane pot-bellied stove. Master suite with queen bed and
large bathroom. Garage with parking for one car. Ample outdoor parking. Elevation: 3400 feet. NO PETS.
NO SMOKING.

Bob McCollum (925) 989-2358
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3 friends striving to make the perfect wine

Open for tastings Friday-Sunday, 11:30-4:30
5700 Greenville Road, Livermore
www.3steveswinery.com
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Don’t Throw Away Your Old Fly Lines, Recycle Them
I am a Preschool Special Ed teacher and the floating fly line comes in handy for many
projects that preschool children make: necklaces, lacing, hanging art, fishing poles.....I
would be happy to collect it and give it away to other preschool teachers.
Dave or I attend the meetings pretty regularly; we could have the members bring it to the
meetings?
Thanks for the consideration.
-Cathy Hiromoto

We meet at the Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and Gun Club (directions below)
on the first Thursday of every month except July and August at 7:00 PM.
Directions to
Livermore/Pleasanton Rod and
Gun Club: 4000 Dagnino Road,
Livermore, California.
Exit Highway 580 on North
Livermore Avenue
Proceed North on North Livermore
Avenue to May School Road (~2.5
miles).
Turn right onto May School Road
and proceed to stop sign at
intersection with Dagnino Road (~1
mile).
Entrance to Rod and Gun Club is
directly across intersection
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