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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
by Albert Mansky 
 
Greetings fellow TVFF's, 
 
The weather has improved greatly since March. I got 
out on April 20th to do some bass fishing at Kistler 
Pond. The fishing was much better than my last trip 
out there on March 13th, although I could have done 
without the wind. I bought a new pontoon boat last 
year and I still haven't put in the water. I would feel a 
lot more comfortable in it, if it wasn't for the wind 
blowing so hard. I landed four bass, one was a good 
sixteen inches. Gary Prince landed a nice one and has 
the picture to prove it. Dan Kitts also caught two bass 
in the twenty inch range. I think most of the guys 
who were out there had a successful day of fishing. 
 
The winds were really blowing through the Altamont 
Pass on Saturday. I didn't need the highway signs 
indicating high wind warning, I could tell by the way 
my truck was weaving back and forth. Thanks, Ken 
for fishmeistering this outing. I think it is was an 
overall success.  
 
On Thursday, May 2nd at our monthly club meeting 
we will have Bill Scharninghausen giving us a 
presentation on fishing for Shad. That's one fish that 
I have never gone fishing for and targeted 
specifically. I'm looking forward to the presentation 
and hopefully someday I'll actually fish the Delta for 
Shad. I hope most of you are taking advantage of the 
nice weatheǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
in. I look forward to some of your recent fishing 
stories being published in our monthly newsletter as 
well as at our May club meeting. 
 
 

 
Tom Vargas with a fish from the Bitterroot River in Montana. 
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Considering Eric's accident last month and all the 
high water we expect to encounter, please review 
Rob's article about wading safety on page 11. Be 
careful out there! 
 
¢ƛƭƭ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊ those reels 
sing. 
 

Al 
 
  

WƛƳ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
Guide Service 

 

 

Lower Sac Floats, Upper Sac 
and McCloud 
Klamath River 

Steelhead 
 

Tri-Valley FF Special Offer 
2nd day is ½ off! 

 

Jim Roberts 
916-765-8668 

flyfisherjim@charter.net 

2019 Membership Fees Due 
 

Membership renewal dues are now 
due and payable: $40 if paid before 
the February 2019 meeting, $45 
thereafter. Checks (preferred) and 
cash will be accepted. See Steve 
Johnson. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎs is: 

TVFF 
PO Box 2358 

Livermore, CA 94551 

2019 TVFF Board of Directors 
Officers 

President Albert Mansky 
Vice President Martin Loomis 
Secretary John Price 
Treasurer Chris McCann 
Past President Roger Perry 

Directors 
Auction Open Position 
Conservation Mitchie McCammon 
Education Kent McCammon 
Outings Rob Farris 
Fly Tying Jim Broadbent 
Member at Large Ron Dueltgen 
Member at Large Tom Vargas 
Membership Steve Johnson 
Newsletter Mark Spruiell 
Publicity Martin Plotkin 
Raffle Gary Phillips 
Refreshments Gary Prince 
Speakers Patrick Donovan 
Trout in Classroom Daniel Kitts 
Video Library Steve Johnson 
Webmaster Tom Fessenden 
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 May Speaker ς Bill Scharninghausen 
 

Fishing for Shad 
 
Bill Scharninghausen has been fly 
fishing for over 40 years. He got 
his start fly fishing for trout in the 
high Sierras as a youngster on 
backpack trips with his parents. A 
California native, Bill has a fished 
all over the Golden State in 
pursuit of trout, bass, stripers, 
shad and numerous surf-zone 
species. In addition, Bill has fished 
across the US perusing everything 
from trout to tarpon. Bill was a 
member of the pro staff at the 
former California Fly Shop where 
he was a frequent presenter on 
such far-ranging topics as Tenkara, 
fishing the California surf, still 
water stripers, High Sierra trout 
fishing and many other 
presentations. In addition, Bill was the head fly tying instructor at the shop and enjoys teaching beginners on 
tying their own flies. Bill is a frequent presenter and guidŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōǎΦ 
 
5ƻŜǎ ƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘΚ ά²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΗ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎǘǊƛǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ 
and tarpon are my current favorites. However I fish a very special creek in the central Sierras which has a very 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ǘǊƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƎƭŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ά/ǳǊǘƛǎ /ǊŜŜƪέ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƴŀƳŜƭŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŀƭƭ-ǘƛƳŜ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΗέ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Outings and Activities 
 
Please visit the Event Calendar on the TVFF website for a complete list of all upcoming meetings, outings 
and activities. 
  

Join us on Thursday May 2nd ŦƻǊ .ƛƭƭΩǎ 
presentation on shad fishing! 

https://tvff.wildapricot.org/events
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 Boy Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge ς Summer 
 

Share your Cƭȅ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ tƭǳǎ .LD .!{{ CƛǎƘƛƴƎΧ 
 
Ever wanted to be able to spend a few days fly fishing for 5-8 
ƭōΦ ƭŀǊƎŜƳƻǳǘƘ ōŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
pressure and being the only person on the lake getting access 
to the nooks and crannies where the large bass are lurking? 
And, on top of that having a comfortable place to stay, three 
ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΧ 
 
You just have to help teach the Boy Scout (BSA) Fly Fishing 
Merit Badge during a few hours each day. 
 
Since 2014 we have helped the BSA put on a Fly Fishing Merit 
Badge program at their Wente Scout Reservation Summer 
Camp located in Willits, CA.   
 
The details are simple. There are eight one-week sessions beginning each Sunday starting June 16th. The Merit 
Badge is taught Monday through Thursday of each week with one class in the morning and another in the 
afternoon covering different parts of the merit badge each day. Each week teams of 3-4 women and men fly 
fishers go to the camp. Some volunteer a few days and others have gone up several weeks. 
 
Where does the Big Bass Fishing come in? The Wente Reservation Camp has their own 75-acre lake with lots 
of 5+ lb. bass and as a volunteer you have the opportunity to fish it anyǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ Lƴ 
one evening I caught 15 bass in the 3-8 lb. range. 
 
In addition to the fishing you get the personal satisfaction of teaching some young people the art of Fly 
Fishing, seeing them tie their first fly or catching their first fish. Eighty five percent of the scouts come from 
the greater Bay Area so your efforts are impacting local youth. During the 2018 program 160 Scouters 
participated. 
 
If you want more details or to be included in future communications on this fun adventure, please call me at 
510-816-2846 or e-mail me at dckitts@aol.com. 
 
Daniel Kitts   

 
Private lake full of BIG BASS. 

mailto:dckitts@aol.com
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 {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜ .Φ/Φ Outing ς June 30-July 7 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊƻǳǘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜ ƻƴ 
Nimpo Lake in British Columbia, 250 miles NNW 
of Vancouver. The week includes six days of fly-
out fishing to lakes and rivers, including the Dean 
River. 
 
Estimated cost is $2,900 Cdn, or approximately 
$2,175 US at the current rate. 
 
Package does not include license, gear, guides, 
liquor, taxes, gratuities and transportation from 
Bay Area to the lodge. 
 
Contact Don Jower to sign up or ask questions: 
 
djowerclay1@gmail.com 
510-735-5167 

The lodge provides 12 to 14 foot boats with 3hp to 8hp motors. 
 

Private log cabins on Nimpo Lake with hot showers, toilets, two double 
beds, linens, daily maid service and three meals a day. 
 

Fish cleaning, smoking and vacuum packing services available. 
 

  

mailto:djowerclay1@gmail.com
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 Mexico Madness Ocean Fishing Outing ς October 30-November 6 
 
This is a broad based guided fishing excursion across two 
resorts in Baja Mexico with fishing for snook, mangrove 
snapper, bonefish, grouper, jacks, marlin, tuna, Dorado, 
rooster, wahoo, and cabrilla pargo. 
 
Cost including all food and accommodations is $1,980 per 
person, not including airfare, drinks, airport shuttle, licenses, 
and guide tips. All lodging and food is provided as is daily guide 
services. 
 
Contact Don Jower to sign up or ask questions: 
 
djowerclay1@gmail.com 
510-735-5167 
 

 Trip Reports 
 

Bitterroot River ς Tom Vargas 
 
I made an annual trip to the Bitterroot River near Missoula, Montana between April 4th and 9th. We fished 
three days with guides on different sections of the river. The weather was a mix of occasional sun and 
frequent showers. The Skwala hatch was not as good as past years and the water was on the rise, affecting the 
bite. 
 

  
 
  

mailto:djowerclay1@gmail.com
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Pyramid Lake ς Dennis Rankin 
 
The fishing has been slow and spotty this year. As April rolled around the moss began to grow very rapidly and 
it made stripping a little more work requiring to check and clean the flies after each cast. Indicator fishing will 
continue through the end of the season June 30. The season will open again October 1st. If you are planning to 
Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ w± tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ /ǊƻǎōȅΩǎΦ 
 
The fish tended to be larger this year and with the catch and release and the good management practices it 
should get better. It is amazing to catch a 4 pound trout and be disappointed with his size. The lake has both 
the Summit and the Pilot Peak species of the Lahontan Cutthroat Trout. The Summits (below left) are the 
beautiful bright colored ones and the Pilot Peak (below right) are more like our steelhead. Fishing during 
October is generally done more from floating devices (float tubes, pontoons, kayaks and boats). If you have 
further interest contact Chris McCann, Dennis Rankin or one of the several members who are pulled to this 
great fishery each year. 
 

  
 

Baum Lake ς Mark Spruiell 
 
I spent a day and a half on Baum Lake in mid-April. The weather was decent with temperatures ranging from 
the low 30s to around 70. I managed to land a total of 16, including a new personal best on this lake of a 23" 
rainbow. Stripping an olive wiggle tail on an intermediate line near the shore was the most productive 
technique for me on this trip. 
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Pyramid Lake ς Ken Tetzel 
 
A fair weekend at Pyramid Lake on April 5-7. My son Alex and I fished for 2.5 days and each of us had one 
good day with 8-10 trout landed. A mediocre day with only 3-4 fish landed and a bad day with only 1 landed!! 
We both had a fair share of hookups and lost another 10 trout. We each managed to land a few 8-9 lb trout. 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƎƻƻŘ όƴƻǘ ǿƛƴŘȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘύ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ƴƻƴŜ-the-less. 
 

Kistler Ponds ς Ken Tetzel 
 
Kistler Ponds on the club fishout, April 20th, was so-so also. I landed 13 bass and 1 bluegill. All on top, except 
one, with an olive popper. Talked to a few guys and the catch seemed fairly slow although some fairly big bass 
were caught. I managed to land two in the 17-муέ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ϪрΥолΦ DƻƻŘ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΗ ²eather in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ²!¸ ǘƻƻ ǿƛƴŘȅΦ aƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ hƘ ²ŜƭƭΧΧ 
 

Kistler Ponds ς Bob McCollum 
 
Pictures from the April outing. 
 

   
 

 Veterans First Event 
 

 
 
Thank You Tri-Valley Fly Fishers, your financial support of $100 was put to very good use in helping defray the 
overall cost of the event. More importantly your members that participated made the event the success it 
ǿŀǎΦ !ƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ±! ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 
event! We had 28 volunteers from Flycasters of San Jose, Mission Peak Fly Anglers, Tracy Fly Fishers and Tri-
Valley Fly Fishers ς Wow what terrific people! 
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We had (35) veterans all totaled: 
(12) from Livermore VA Community Living Center (CLC). 
(10)  from Menlo Park VA Community Living Center (CLC). 
(10) from Menlo Park 1st Step program (Addiction Rehabilitation). 
 
The rest were from outpatient programs who are using the VA and their Recreational Therapists to find 
alternative means of recreation vs. unhealthy forms of recreation. 
 
Unfortunately, the catching was not as good as it would seem it could have been. The truck that delivered the 
1,200 lbs. of fish, brought them in a tank truck where the water temperature was reported to be 56 deg. F, 
and the heat of the previous week created a lake temperature of 68 deg. F., resulting in a huge shock to the 
fish ς reportedly there was a (75) fish die off on the day before, and another (15) on Friday (the day of our 
event). 
 
Here are a few of the pictures of some of the very nice fish that were netted. 

    
All with some very happy veterans, some of who never caught a fish with a fly rod before! 
 
  

5ƻƴΩǘ ¢ƘǊƻǿ !ǿŀȅ ¸ƻǳǊ hƭŘ Cƭȅ [ƛƴŜǎΣ wŜŎȅŎƭe Them 
 
I am a preschool Special Ed teacher and the floating fly line comes in handy 
for many projects that preschool children make: necklaces, lacing, hanging 
ŀǊǘΣ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭŜǎΧ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
preschool teachers. 
 
Dave or I attend the meetings pretty regularly; we could have the members 
bring it to the meetings? 
 
Thanks for the consideration. 
 
Cathy Hiromoto 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 5½ lb fish A 6 lb fish Another 5+ lb fish A 2 lb fish 
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 ¢ƘŜ ¢ƛŜǊΩǎ .ŜƴŎƘ 
 

Monthly Club Get Together 
 
Monday, May 6th, 2019 from 7-9pm at the Rod and Gun Club; small room next to the BBQ area. 
 
This is a monthly get together where members can drop in and participate in discussions, learn skills, or tie 
flies. During each meeting we decide what subject will be discussed the following month. 
 

Next meeting: 
 
Monday, June 3rd, 2019 from 7-9pm 
 

 Fly Tiers Library and Trading Post (LTP) 
 
Most fly tiers, like me, have materials which 
would probably last several life-times. Often, to 
tie a new fly, we need a small amount of material 
which means buying some from the net, which 
may arrive next week, or jumping in the car for 
an hour+ drive to a fly shop in the area. 
 
To remedy this, we are creating the LTP. The LTP 
has 2 resources: the Library for getting small 
amounts of material (a couple of feathers, small 
swatch of hair, etc.) and the Trading Post for 
exchanging your excess with others. Here are the 
details of how it will work. Both the library and 
Trading Post are only available to members. 
 
Library: The library will be supported by 
donations of fly tying material from members. The material will be packaged in gallon sized zip locks with 
colored labels about the contents. Any member may take a small amount of material for a project and make a 
modest donation ($1 min). The donations will be used to buy supplies and, if any is left over, other material for 
the library. 
 
Trading Post: The trading post allows members to exchange excess tying material for other material. Any 
member may submit a gallon sized zip-lock bag with the material along with a very brief description to Jim 
Broadbent. Jim will assess a point value to the material based on Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ όWƛƳΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŀƭύΦ ¢ƘŜ 
material will be labeled with a different colored label than the library. Members may exchange their points for 
material in the trading post. Martin Plotkin will arrange for the LTP to show up at all general, board and fly 
tying meetings. It can also be accessed by special arrangement made with Martin. 
 
LTP kicks-off, at the meeting, on Thursdays so bring your Trades and Donations. 

Fly Tiers Library and Trading Post (LTP) 

Most fly tiers, like me, have materials which would probably last several life-times. Often, to tie 

a new fly, we need a small amount of material which means buying some from the net, which 

may arrive next week, or jumping in the car for an hour+ drive to a fly shop in the area.  

 

 To remedy this, we are creating the LTP. The LTP has 2 resources: the Library for getting small 

amounts of material (a couple of feathers, small swatch of hair, etc.) and the Trading Post for 

exchanging your excess with others. Here are the details of how it will work. Both the library 

and Trading Post are only available to members. 

Library: The library will be supported by donations of fly tying material from members. The 

material will be packaged in gallon sized zip locks with colored labels about the contents. Any 

member may take a small amount of material for a project and make a modest donation ($1 

min). The donations will be used to buy supplies and, if any is left over, other material for the 

library.  

Trading Post:  The trading post allows members to exchange excess tying material for other 

material. Any member may submit a gallon sized zip-lock bag with the material along with a 

very brief description to Jim Broadbent. Jim will assess a point value to the material based on 



 
 

11 

 Education 
 

Stream Safety and Wading Tips ς Rob Farris 
 
Well, we are definitely into the normal high water situation 
for this time of year.  So ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƎƭŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƻΤ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Wǳƭȅ 
to fish, or tackle the high water? We have a workshop on 
May 18th designed just to educate everyone on how to be 
successful in fishing in the high water with Jon Baiocchi with 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ 
so no need to go into that here. 
 
But a major issue is how to protect yourself and stay safe in 
high water, and in the currents the rest of the year when you 
are fishing. We ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
education on wading safety. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ōƭƻƎ ǳǇ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ ¦ƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōƭƻƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŀǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the more interesting suggestions that can help you while wading when you get into the water. We will post 
extended versions of several articles regarding safety on the TVFF website (on the side panel of the Education 
page under Wading Safety tips) that we highly recommend that you review. The complete articles from Orvis 
and the renowned Ralph Cutter, who is also a fully certified paramedic and Emergency Rescue Mountain 
Technician, are available there as well as many TU blog entries on safety suggestions and personal 
experiences. 
 
The key elements to remember for safe wading include the following points, which are all discussed in much 
more detail on our website: 
 
Minimum beginnings. Felt soles are minimum wading equipment on your shoes in rocky rivers. Studs and 
cleats will increase the security of your shoes on rocky surfaces, and with the banning of felt on some waters 
we suggest rubber soles with studs or cleats. 
 
A Wading Staff; Get one! A wading staff is an indispensable piece of equipment when wading conditions are 
difficult, giving you a vital, third point of support. The third point of support will make all wading easier by 
letting you maintain two points of contact while one foot is making a stride. 
 
DƛǾŜ ΨŜƳ ŀ ōŜƭǘΦ A wading belt is mandatory when using waders. It will slow the flow of water into the legs and 
boots of your waders and make escape from the river easier. 
 
Go slow. This has broader implications than you may think. It obviously includes being careful while wading, 
but also encompasses taking time to evaluate current conditions and particularly to evaluate conditions when 
you are visiting unfamiliar rivers or locations. When entering the river and moving through the water, make 
your moves slow and controlled to minimize the risk of falling. 
 

https://tvff.wildapricot.org/event-3340206
https://tvff.wildapricot.org/Wading-Safety
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Stand firm. Create a wide base to stand on when you are on a slippery surface. Widen your stance so your feet 
are shoulder-width apart; flex your knees to lower your center of gravity. Learn to slide your feet and, as with 
other athletic activities, never cross your feet. 
 
The mechanism that usually makes you fall is having your foot slip under you, or toward the center of your 
body. By having your feet wide apart your slipping foot tends to shift your center of balance to the opposite 
foot. 
 
Step sideways. In shallow water, less than knee deep, you may be able to walk "normally" with a modified, 
wide stance. As water gets deeper and footing becomes obscured by water depth or turbidity sidestepping will 
maintain a wide, stable base. NEVER cross your feet while stepping! 
 
Go with the flow. LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƻǾŜ 
directly across or against the current. There is often a trick to finding the balance between shallow water with 
fast current and deeper water with a slower current. Either situation can be disastrous, knocking you down 
and sweeping you into faster, deeper water, so test the current as you proceed. This is the perfect place to use 
a wading staff.. 
 
While fishing, you will often want to move upstream. Take advantage of slower current while fishing 
upstream. Move through shallower water or use current breaks behind boulders.  Always approach moving 
water with a great deal of caution until you know your capabilities. 
 
Move ahead. Try to make your movements sideways or forward. Your balance and recovery are better in 
these directions, where you can see well. 
 
Choose your substrate. Sand and gravel bottoms are usually secure and safe bottoms to wade on. Cobbles are 
more difficult because there are irregular surfaces to deal with and the surface of each cobble is an algae-
covered, zero-friction trap looking for a victim. Next up the difficulty list is boulders. Once you learn to 
recognize these substrates they may give you an opportunity to move aggressively from a tenuous position to 
absolute security. 
 
Mud bottoms may seem safe, but they also hold many pitfalls. Firm mud or clay bottoms are very slippery 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻƭŜǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƛǎ ŦƭŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
difficulty climbing out of the stream. 
 
The most treacherous bottom type is bedrock. These are areas with large surfaces of solid rock that have been 
polished smooth by eons of water erosion. The obvious problem is the large slippery surface. 
 
Plan your escape and exit. This starts before you even enter the river. Should you even be wading here? What 
will you do if you fall in? 
 
Final safely considerations.  ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Ŧƭƻŀǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǿŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǿim and may be a 
good investment for anyone in big rivers and cold water. Both CO2 inflatable suspenders and solid, kapok-
ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǾŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƘƛǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ƎŜŀǊΦ ! ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ мл ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ 
and is an excellent safety item for waders to carry for emergency location as well. 
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TVFF Classes 
 
TVFF periodically offers the classes described below. Click the link for each class to see more information and 
to register your interest. 
 
Fly Fishing Fundamentals 
 
Our popular Fundamentals class is perfect for new members, and especially for those beginners just starting 
their fly fishing journey. The three-part course consists of two evenings of classroom instruction and one 
Saturday outdoor session with certified FFI casting instructors. 
 
The class agenda is a comprehensive one that incorporates all of the necessary essentials to become a 
proficient fly fisher, and to enjoy participating in club outings. At the conclusion of the class a beginner will be 
well-prepared for advancing to the fishing activity of their choice. 
 

  
Pictures from our recent Fundamentals class. 

 
Entomology 
 
The Entomology class gives beginners and intermediates ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǉǳŀǘƛŎ άōǳƎέ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
characteristics to help improve their fly fishing success. The four-part course consists of three evening 
classroom sessions and a morning of on-stream practical experience on a nearby stream. 
 
Casting 
 
TVFF offers extensive instruction in fly rod casting for all levels as introductory, refresher, and advanced 
classes. Each course is taught by a certified instructor for about a three-hour period. Rods and reels can be 
provided by the club, or students can use their own rods as well. Multiple courses are available including back 
to basics, improved accuracy and loop control, single and double haul, shooting heads and sinking lines. 
   

https://tvff.wildapricot.org/Fundamentals
https://tvff.wildapricot.org/Entomology
https://tvff.wildapricot.org/Casting

